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Luke Mart land, Director  

Office of Legisla t ive Council 

115 Sta te St reet  

Montpelier , VT 05633-5301 

Dear  Mr. Mar t land: 

Dur ing the course of th is legisla t ive session, the Sena te Commit tee on  Hea lth  

and Welfa re (Commit tee) has taken  a  significant  amount  of t est imony on  

Vermont ’s substance abuse prevent ion , in tervent ion , and t rea tment  

in it ia t ives.  The Commit tee believes tha t  the Genera l Assembly could and 

should do more to a id the numerous Vermonters suffer ing from a  substance 

use disorder , including establish ing a  comprehensive system of ca re . 

 

To tha t  end, t he Commit tee envisions the crea t ion  of a  sta tu tory framework 

out lin ing the cont inuum of available services, ranging fr om educa t ion  and 

ea r ly in tervent ion  to outpa t ien t  and resident ia l t rea tment  and recovery 

oppor tunit ies.  Such  a  sta tu tory framework would establish  an  overa rching 

st ructu re while, simultaneously, ensur ing flexibility to address unique 

pa t ien t  needs.  

 

The Commit tee request s tha t  the Office of Legisla t ive Council dra ft  such  a  

bill for  in t roduct ion  in  J anuary 2015.  In  dra ft ing th is bill, the Office may 

collabora te with members of the Execut ive Branch, including the Depar tment  

of Hea lth’s Alcohol and Drug Abu se Programs.  The a t torney draft ing th is bill 

sha ll provide sta tus repor t s to the Hea lth  Care Oversight  Commit tee as 

requested. 

 

Thank you in  advance for  your  a t ten t ion  to th is mat ter .  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sena te Commit tee on Hea lth  and Welfa re 


